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Abstract. This study presents the first records of four Psocodea species from the Island of La 

Desirade, Guadeloupe. Barkflies were collected during a one-day survey on August 20, 2025, from 

three distinct localities. The recorded species are: Liposcelis bostrychophila Badonnel, 1931, 

Ectopsocus maindroni Badonnel, 1935, Ectopsocus thibaudi Badonnel, 1979, and an unidentified 

species from the genus Archipsocus Hagen. Liposcelis bostrychophila is a new record for the entire 

Antilles, while the species from the genus Archipsocus is a new record for Guadeloupe. 
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Introduction 

The Antilles, in particular, are a 

group of islands with unique ecological 

characteristics, yet their psocid fauna is 

still poorly known. Prior studies in the 

region, such as those by Badonnel (1979, 

1981, 1988, 1989), have provided initial 

insights, but extensive areas, including 

the island of La Desirade, have not been 

systematically explored. The collection 

of psocid specimens from these lesser-

studied islands is crucial for creating 

accurate regional checklists and 

understanding species distribution 

patterns. 

The aim of the present study is to 

provide the first records of Psocodea 

species from the Island of La Desirade, 

Guadeloupe, based on specimens 

collected  during  a  recent  field  survey. 
 

Material and methods 

Barkflies were collected during one 

day, 20.08.2025, by the second author 

from three localities on La Desirade 

Island, Guadeloupe (Fig. 1.): 

1: 20.08.2025, near Plage des Galets, 

16°17'47.3"N 61°05'32.8"W, 13 m a. s. l., 

arid bush; 

2: 20.08.2025, near Plage du Desert, 

dry bush, 16°18'25.0"N 61°03'16.5"W, 

55 m a. s. l.; 

3: 20.08.2025, Guadeloupe, East 

Part of La Desirade Island, 16°20'21.0"N 

61°00'32.3"W, 20 m a. s. l., forest of 

Manchineel (Hippomane mancinella), 

from dry and fresh leaves. 

All material was collected by beating 

the vegetation above a plastic container, by 

brush and stored in 96% ethanol and 

examined  in  the  laboratory.  The photos 
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(specimens in glycerin) were taken by a 

camera Canon PowerShot SX500IS 

through the eyepiece of a light 

microscope Optika. 

Species identifications were based on 

Mockford (1993) and Lienhard (1998), 

distributions were considered according 

Badonnel  (1981)   and   Lienhard   (2016).
 

 
 

Fig. 1. Sampling localities on the La Desirade Island (numbers correspond with those 

in Material and Methods).

 

Results and Discussion 

Four species were recorded as new 

records for the La Desirade Island, and 

one – as a new record for the Antilles: 
 

Family Liposcelididae 

Liposcelis  bostrychophila 

Badonnel, 1931 

Material examined: loc. 3, 1 ♀ (Fig. 

2A). Remark: This species is 

cosmopolitan (Lienhard, 2016). New 

record for the entire Antilles.  

Family Ectopsocidae 

Ectopsocus maindroni Badonnel, 

1935 

Material examined: loc. 1, 2 ♂ (Fig. 

2B). Remark: The species was reported 

for Guadeloupe only from the area of 

Morne Claire Fontaine, Basse Terre 

Island (Badonnel, 1981). 

Ectopsocus thibaudi Badonnel, 

1979 

Material examined: loc. 1, 12 ♀, 8 

♂; loc. 2, 16 ♀, 9 ♂; loc. 3, 10 ♀, 5 ♂. 

Remark: The species is known from 

USA, Antilles, Mexico, Puerto Rico and 

the Guianas (Lienhard, 2016). 

Considering the numerous specimens 

collected, probably widely distributed 

and abundant in the area of La Desirade 

Island, inhabiting dry vegetation of 

various species, including the highly 

toxic Manchineel (Hippomane 

mancinella). 

Family Archipsocidae 

Archipsocus sp. 

Material examined: loc. 1, 1 ♂. 

Remark: Identification of species from 

this   genus   is   difficult   and  specific.
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Series of both male and female 

specimens are sometimes required, 

along with a detailed study of their 

distinctive characteristics. Nevertheless, 

a species from this genus has not been 

reported from Guadeloupe until now. 

This is the first record of the genus in the 

region. 
 

 
 

Fig. 2. Two of the Psocodea species recorded from La Desirade Island: A – Liposcelis 

bostrychophila (female, loc. 3), B – Ectopsocus maindroni (male, loc. 1). 

 

 

References 

Badonnel A. 1979. Ectopsocus thibaudi 

n. sp., du département de la 

Guadeloupe, avec remarques sur le 

groupe hirsutus [Psocoptera 

Ectopsocidae]. Bulletin de la Société 

entomologique de France, 84(3-4): 

52-57. 

Badonnel A. 1981. Psocoptères géophiles 

des Petites Antilles. Revue 

d’Écologie et de Biologie du Sol, 

18(3): 425-434. 

Badonnel A. 1988. Tapinella 

dichromoptera, n. sp. de la 

Guadeloupe (Psocoptera, 

Pachytroctidae). Revue Française 

d’Entomologie (Nouvelle Série), 

10(4): 284-288. 

Badonnel A. 1989. Psocoptères de la 

Guadeloupe et de la Martinique. Le 

genre Indiopsocus Mockford 

[Psocidae]. Bulletin de la Société 

entomologique de France, 94(3-4): 

69-78. 

Lienhard C. 1998. Psocoptères euro-

méditerranéens. Faune de France 83. 

Fédération Française des Sociétés de 

Sciences Naturelles, Paris, 517 p. 

Lienhard C. 2016. Country checklists of 

the Psocoptera species of the world, 

extracted from Lienhard & Smithers, 

2002: “Psocoptera (Insecta) – world 

catalogue and bibliography”. Psocid 

News, Special Issue I: 1-123. 

Mockford E. 1993. North American 

Psocoptera. CRC Press, New York, 

455 p. 

 

 

 

Received: 27.08.2025 

Accepted: 29.09.2025 

Published: 30.09.2025 

 


