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Abstract. In 2022, a single specimen belonging to the genus Acipenser was recorded in a suburban 
section of the Maritsa River near Plovdiv, Southern Bulgaria. The fish was captured during 
recreational spinning angling, photographed, and released alive. Reliable identification to species 
level was not possible. The record provides new data on the contemporary ichthyofauna of the 
Maritsa River. 
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Introduction 

Over the years, the species 

composition of the fish fauna of the 
Maritsa River and its tributaries has been 

documented by various authors. The 

earliest data were provided by Heckel 
(1837), who reported 17 fish species from 

five families. In the early 20th century, 

Kovatcheff (1921) recorded 25 species 

from 11 families, while Chichkoff (1935) 
noted 26 species from nine families, 

including the presence of Acipenser sturio 

(Linnaeus, 1758). Records of sturgeon 
occurrence in the Maritsa River are found 

only in a limited number of early 

publications (Kovatcheff, 1921; Morov, 

1931; Zashev, 1961). 
In the mid-20th century, Mihaylova 

(1965) documented 18 species from eight 

families and reported a significant decline 
in the ichthyofauna compared to the 

1930s, with sturgeons no longer being 

recorded. Subsequent studies conducted in 

the Plovdiv region and along the Maritsa 
River during the late 20th and early 21st 

centuries also failed to record 

representatives of the genus Acipenser 
(Velcheva & Mehterov, 2005; Kolev, 

2013; Gecheva et al., 2011; Georgiev et 

al., 2015; Mollov & Georgiev, 2015; 

Petrov & Mollov, 2022; Georgiev, 2022). 
The present note complements the 

most recent published data (Georgiev, 

2022) by reporting a new occurrence of 
sturgeon in a suburban section of the 

Maritsa River near Plovdiv (Fig. 1.), 

contributing to the current understanding 

of the river’s ichthyofauna (Fig. 2.). 
 

Material and Methods 

The present note is based on field 

observations and an analysis of published 
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data. Field observations were carried out in 

a suburban section of the Maritsa River 

near Plovdiv, Southern Bulgaria, during 
the period 2022–2024. 

Field data originate from 

opportunistic capture during recreational 

fishing with a rod. The recorded 
specimen of the genus Acipenser was 

caught in 2022 using spinning fishing 

with an artificial lure. The study is non-

systematic in nature and was not aimed 

at quantitative assessment of the fish 

fauna. 
The specimen was identified in situ 

based on external morphological 

characters. No ichthyological material 

was fixed or preserved, and no 
specimens were deposited in collections. 

The fish was photographed and released 

alive immediately after capture. 
 

 
 

Fig. 1. Sturgeon specimen caught in the suburban zone of the Maritsa River near 
Plovdiv, Bulgaria, during fieldwork in 2022. Photo: Personal archive. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2. Exact location of the sturgeon capture along the Maritsa River, marked with a red 

arrow. The site is situated in the Benta locality near the 9th kilometer, west of the city of 

Plovdiv, Southern Bulgaria. 
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Species identification was 

performed using standard ichthyological 

identification keys (Karapetkova & 
Zivkov, 1995; Kottelat & Freyhof, 

2007). Due to the lack of detailed 

morphometric data and genetic material, 

the specimen could not be reliably 
identified to species level and is 

therefore referred to as Acipenser sp. 

 

Results and Discussion 

During the period 2022–2024, the 

capture of a single specimen belonging 
to the genus Acipenser was documented 

in a suburban section of the Maritsa 

River near Plovdiv. The specimen was 

caught in 2022 during recreational 
spinning angling. The fish was 

photographed and released alive, and 

due to the lack of detailed morphometric 
and genetic data, reliable identification to 

species level was not possible. Historical 

records indicate that sturgeons were 
present in the river basin in the past, but 

they have been considered absent since 

the mid-20th century. In this context, 

possible explanations for the origin of the 
recorded specimen include long-distance 

natural movement within the river system 

or anthropogenic introduction, for 
example through escape from aquaculture 

facilities (Koutrakis & Economidis, 

2006; Koutrakis et al., 2011). 
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