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Abstract. A brief biography and a complete bibliography of the Bulgarian ornithologist
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bozhidar Ivanov are presented. His contributions to the study of the
distribution, biology, ecology and conservation of birds are highlighted, as well as his
activities as chairman of the Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds — one of the most
active conservation organizations in Bulgaria. Among his most significant scientific
contributions is volume 30 of the national monographic series "Fauna of Bulgaria" - Birds -
Part 3.
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Short biographical data

Bozhidar Enchev Ivanov (Fig. 1) was a long-time employee of the former Institute of
Zoology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, where he spent his entire scientific career.
He retired there as a senior research associate, candidate of biological sciences (which today
corresponds to associate professor, PhD) in 2010 (Fig. 2).

Bozhidar was born on February 5, 1946 in the city of Ruse. His interest in nature and
birds began in his school years. At first, he joined the taxidermy club at the Pioneer House
in Ruse. Then, for a long time, he visited the taxidermist Ivan Ivanov and the curator
Eberhard Undzhiyan (1934-2024) in the Nature Department of the Historical Museum in
the city. From them, he learned a lot about taxidermy and mastered some important habits
of behavior in nature, which later turned out to be of great importance for his future work
as a field ornithologist.

In 1963, he completed his secondary education at the First Men's High School "Hristo
Botev" in his hometown. After that, he entered the army for two years, and in 1965 he
applied and was accepted as a student at the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". As
a second-year student, he began work on his diploma thesis on the topic "Colonially
nesting birds on Belene Island" - a topic suggested to him by another famous Bulgarian
ornithologist, Assoc. Prof. Tanyu Michev (1939-2018). Then he became acquainted
with this largest Danubian island, which at that time had almost pristine nature.
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He observed and studied the birds with interest and, as Bozhidar himself notes in
his memoirs, these were some of his best years. Later, he visited the island many times,
but it was no longer what Bozhidar found in those first years.

Fig. 1. Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivanov. Author’s office at the National Museum of
Natural History, BAS. 08.12.2008. Photo: Z. Boev.
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Fig. 2. Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivanov at his office at the former Institute of Zoology at
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 25.11.2010. Photo: Z. Boev.
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In 1970, he graduated from the university and in October started working at the
Institute of Zoology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. As a young, newly hired
colleague, he was assigned a job that had long been postponed. For two summers in
1971-1972 (due to the fumes of the highly toxic preparation with the trade name
“Globol”, only in the summer was it possible to work in the storage room with the
windows open) together with Mrs. Margarita Alipieva (technical assistant at the
Bulgarian Ornithological Center at the institute) he made a card index of the dry
preparations of stuffed bird skins of the exceptionally rich scientific ornithological
collection of dried preparations of stuffed bird skins. This is still the richest collection
of this type on the Balkan Peninsula (Boev, 1991). And they amount to thousands! This
work, however, helped him a lot to get acquainted with the available materials and to
take a closer look at the “difficult” to identify and rare species. Later, he also made an
inventory of the collection of bird preparations mounted on stands in the museum’s
exhibition windows. At that time, the zoological museum was a section of the former
Institute of Zoology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

In 1973-1974, B. lvanov was sent to specialize in ecology at the Institute of
Ecology in Warsaw. There he worked in the laboratory of Prof. Jan Pinowski. At that
time, this institute worked under the International Biological Program and Polish
scientists played an active leading role in it. They worked closely with their American
colleagues and developed the section “Studies of the species in its range”. During this
time, B. Ivanov became acquainted with many of Poland’s ornithologists and with the
ecological research and programs in the country. The knowledge gained and the contacts
established subsequently helped him a lot in his future work. As he himself notes — then
he learned to think ecologically.

In January 1977 Bozhidar Ivanov was one of the researchers, who (together with
Tanyu Michev and Dimitar Nankinov) started the regular mid-winter counts of the
waterfowl in Bulgaria, thus including the country in the international initiative of the
IWRB (Wetlands International nowadays) called International Waterbird Census
(IWC). Decades participation of B. Ivanov in field work on the wetland birds helped
him to become a leading expert in waterfowl in Bulgaria.

In 1985, B. lvanov defended his dissertation on the biology and ecology of the
house sparrow (Passer domesticus) in livestock farms in the Sofia region (lvanov,
1984), and since 1991 he is employed as Associate Professor at the same institute. In
1985-1991 he was employed at the position of the Scientific Researcher at the Institute
of Zoology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. In 1993-1995 he was a Head of the
"Terrestrial Biology and Ecology" Department, and since 1995-2010 — Head of at the
Laboratory "Population Ecology of Vertebrates" in the institute.

He is a co-founder of the Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds (BSPB), the
most active nature conservation NGO in Bulgaria and was also the chairman of this society
for 10 years from 1993-1999 and 2001-2004. In the society, he was known as an
exceptionally principed, wise organizer and reasonable corrector. He made a significant
contribution to the successful development of the society, which at that time undertook some
large-scale conservation projects for the protection of endangered bird species and their
habitats. At that time, the two particularly popular nature conservation visitor centers "Poda"
near the city of Burgas city and "Eastern Rhodopes” near the town of Madzharovo
(Kardzhali Province) were established as a new nature conservation initiative for Bulgaria.
Particularly important is the participation of the BSPB in these periods in the identification
and setting up of the network of Important Bird Areas (IBA) and in the construction of the
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Natura 2000 Nature Conservation Network. B. lvanov was also a member of the editorial
board of the journal “For Birds” of the BSPB and journal “Acrocephalus” of the Society for
Bird Observation and Study of Slovenia (DOPPS — BirdLife Slovenia).

Ecology of birds, population dynamics, productivity, food, wintering, breeding bird
communities and bird conservation are among the main scientific topics in his scientific
researches.

In addition to dozens of scientific publications published not only in Bulgaria, but also
in Germany, Poland, Slovenia, Hungary and the Netherlands, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bozhidar
Ivanov is the author of one (lvanov, 2011; Fig. 3) and co-author of another (Nankinov et
al., 1997) volume of the academic monographic series “Fauna of Bulgaria” — Birds,
published in 4 volumes in the period from 1990 to 2009. With this, he forever ranks among
the ornithologists in Bulgaria with the greatest contribution to the knowledge and study of
the Bulgarian ornithofauna.

He is also co-editor of the monographic editions "Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria"
(Iankov (ed.), 2007) and “Important Bird Areas in Bulgaria and Natura 2000” (Kostadinova
& Gramatikov (eds.), 2007).

For more than a decade (1977-1988) he was co-editor of the Ornithological Information
Bulletin, published by the Bulgarian Ornithological Center at the Institute of Zoology of the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. In those years, this annual journal (published once a year)
was the only specialized ornithological edition and Dr. B. Ivanov's role in maintaining it at
the required scientific level was essential.
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Fig. 3. First cover and title page of the monograph “Fauna of Bulgaria, Vol. 30. Aves. Part
II1.”, authored by Dr. B. Ivanov (Ivanov, 2011).

In his younger years, B. lvanov indulged in one of his hobbies in direct connection
with his scientific activity as a field ornithologist (Fig. 4) — photographing birds in the wild.
In those years, quality photographic equipment was extremely difficult to access (or almost
inaccessible). Carrying long, bulky and heavy optical lenses in the field was not one of the
most pleasant experiences, the wonderful shots that our birds gave him throughout the
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country, and to this day adorn the pages of popular science conservation articles and posters
published in those decades. In this regard, we can consider that after our first prominent,
established and universally recognized photographer-animalist Nikolay Raykov (1928-
1982), Bozhidar Ivanov took over the baton and continued this useful and difficult activity
in Bulgarian zoology.

Fig. 4. Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivanov in field observation in Kamchiyski Pyasatsi
Protected Area (Varna Province), 06.09.2005, Photo: Carl Antonio.

In his scientific work, he used four foreign languages - English, German, Polish, and
Russian, which he used fully and in his capacity as a leader of birdwatching groups (Fig. 5),
which after 1983 began to visit our country more and more often with the acquaintance with
the exceptionally rich Bulgarian avifauna (in third place in Europe after Spain and Greece).

The house sparrow, as one of the most popular birds in the cities of Bulgaria, seems to
have received the greatest attention from the ornithologist Bozhidar Ivanov. He has dedicated
his PhD thesis and seven of his scientific publications to various aspects of the biology,
ecology and phenology of this “common” species. It seems that only nowadays, in the middle
of the third decade of the 21st century, when the species is starting to noticeably decline
throughout the country, have these studies turned out to be an important source of information
for its conservation and its place in Bulgarian nature. We can confidently say that these are
the most in-depth and diverse studies of the house sparrow in Bulgaria and the Balkan Peninsula.

In the years after 2010 the extensive experience of Dr. B. lvanov was welcomed by
BSPB and he took part as a team member in some important international projects, funded
by the EU LIFE Programme, such as LIFE09 NAT/HU/000384 ,,Conservation of the Saker
Facon in North-East Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia“.

Bozhidar also has another rare hobby in our country. He is a prominent cactus lover.
He has an amazing personal collection of cacti, which he continues to zealously care for and
enrich. He wrote two popular science articles about his favorite cacti (Ivanov, 1980, 1988).

To the former Institute of Zoology he donated his rich oological collection
of bird eggs (mainly passeriform), collected during his long-term practice as
a field ornithologist, but with strict observance of nature conservation restrictions.
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Fig. 5. Dr. Bozhidar Ivanov as a Bulgarian guide to foreign birdwatchers, ca. 2005.

For two decades he has been a national representative at a number of international
ornithological conferences: Regional Symposium under Project 8-MAB, Blagoevgrad
(Bulgaria, 1980), International Symposium "Conservation of Natural Areas and of the
Genetic Material they Contain", Blagoevgrad (Bulgaria, 1985), International Cormorant
Conference, Gdansk (Poland, 1993), International Conference "Anatidae 2000", Strasbourg
(France, 1994), BirdLife International, 19th European Conference, Lappeenranta (Finland,
1996), 2-nd Meeteng of the European Ornithologist Union, Gdansk (Poland, 1999).

As a zealous naturalist, B. Ivanov is a staunch teetotaler and a lover of soft drinks (Fig.
6). Let us wish him good health and strength so that he can satisfy his curiosity about our
beautiful nature for many more years!

Fig. 6. Bozhidar lvanov raises a toast with a soft drink. July 1988. Photo: Z. Boev.
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Bibliography of the published scientific and popular science works of Assoc. Prof.

Bozhidar Ivanov

This bibliographic list contains data for a total of 167 publications by Assoc. Prof.

Bozhidar Ivanov. Despite efforts to complete it as much as possible, it is possible that some
publications have been omitted. In very rare cases, the bibliographic data are partially
incomplete (the pages of some abstracts of scientific reports or the names of the editors of
their volumes are missing).
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